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COMPLAINT

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g, and upon information and belief, the New Hampshire
Republican State Committee (“NHRSC”) brings this complaint to the Federal Election
Commission (“the Commission”) regarding possible violations of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. § 431 et seq. (“FECA” or “the Act”) and Commission
regulations at 11 C.F.R. §1.1 ef seq. (“Commission regulations™) by Albert Gore and Gore 2000
Inc., his principal campaign committee. Specifically, based on publicly available news reports,
there is reason to believe Mr. Albert Gore and his principal campaign committee violated the Act
and Commission regulations by accepting prohibited corporate contributions for his Presidential

campaign.

Therefore, the Commission should find reason to believe that Mr. Gore and Gore 2000
Inc. have violated 2 U.S.C. § 4410 and should take appropriate action.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

On July 22, 1999, Mr. Gore’s campaign arranged a campaign trip to the Connecticut
River in New Hampshire to highlight environmental issues. To prevent Mr. Gore’s “canoe from
getting stuck™ during a “photo opportunity,” Pacific Gas & Electric (“PG&E”) kept a dam open
for 15 hours and released between 97,000,000 gallons of water and 4,000,000,000 gallons of
water. This “was a highly unusual and complex undertaking that required electricity to be
rerouted through New England’s power grid. It set off a complicated series of actions by a
variety of public and private entities that comprise the region’s electric industry.” (See “N.H.
dam worked overtime, documents say,” attached hereto as exhibit A)

LEGAL ANALYSIS

| & Mr. Gore and Gore 2000 Inc. Have Violated the FECA by Accepting a Corporate
Contribution in Violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

A FECA prohibits corporate contributions to a candidate for federal office. 2 U.S.C.
§ 441band 11 CFR. § 114.2.

B. The FECA defines a corporate contribution to include “any services or anything
of value made to a candidate or a political committee in connection with” an
election for Federal office. 2 U.S.C. §441b(b)(2) and 11 C.F.R. § 114.1(a)
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C. Mr. Gore filed with the Commission on January 4, 1999 formally declaring
_himself a candidate for President of the United States and also filed a Statement of
Organization for Gore 2000, Inc., his principal campaign committee, on January
11, 1999. (See “Filings,” Attached hereto as exhibit B)

D. Publicly available press reports document the extraordinary efforts and expense
Pacific Gas and Electric undertook to raise the level of the Connecticut River,
during a drought, to ensure Mr. Gore’s canoe had enough water to float for his

campaign photo opportunity. (See Exhibit A and “Press Reports,” attached hereto
as exhibit C)

E. The value of this contribution, as defined in 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b)(2) and 11 C.F.R..
§ 114.1(a), has yet to be determined. However, press reports have suggested that
while the water released was converted into electricity and sold, it was not in the
ordinary course of business for Pacific Gas and Electric. (See Exhibit A and
“Press Reports,” attached hereto as exhibit C)

F. Under the Act and Commission regulations, Mr. Gore was prohibited from
accepting such contributions from Pacific Electric and Gas.

G. Therefore, Mr. Gore and Gore 2000 Inc. are in violation of the Act and of
Commission regulations.

CONCLUSION

There is reason to believe Mr. Gore has violated the FECA and Commission regulations
for the reasons outlined above.

Therefore, based upon information and belief as delineated above, the NHRSC
respectfully requests that the Commission find reason to believe that Mr. Gore and Gore 2000
Inc. have violated the Act and Commission regulations and to take appropriate action.

Respectfully Submitted,

en M. Duprey,
New Hampshire Republican Committee

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ,‘ ] 2 day of M‘ 1999

Ono

stary Public
ARLENE L. DEMERS. Notary
My Commissions Expi]:gcommiSSion Expires August 6, 2002

Notary Public
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overtime,
documents say

By Bill Sammon
THE WASHINGTON YIMES :
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i N.H. dam worked
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he floodgates of a New Hampshire dam were kept

open for 15 hours -- more than twice as long as usual

-- to prevent Vice President Al Gore's canoe from
geting stuck during an environmental photo opportunity-
last month. B =

The gates were opened at 5 a.m., or five hours earlier
than any other day that week, according to documents
provided by Pacific Gas & Electric (PGE), the company
that operates the dam on the Connecticut River.

The documents contradict earlier assertions by PGE
officials that they had opened the floodgates only two
hours earlier than usual and kept them open only four to
six hours. Those assertions have been repeated by Gore
defenders seeking to limit political fallout from what has
become known as "Floodgate."

The shifting stories about how early the dam was
opened and how long it gushed water come on the heels of
similarly evolving estimates of how much water was
released to-keep Mr. Gore's canoe afloat during the July 22
excursion. PGE officials initially said they released nearly
4 billion gallons, but Gore defenders later countered that
the figure was only 97 million.

PGE spokeswoman Lisa Franklin eventually said
neither amount was correct and blamed the initial

- Continued from Front Page - -

{ 4 billion gallon figure on a dam operator who "was
speculating based on incomplete information." She
concurred with a calculation by The Washington Times --
based on revised PGE data -- that more than half a billion
gallons had been released. o .

The constant revisions and backpedaling by both PGE

“officials and Democratic defenders of Mr. Gore have
served to prolong what some Republicans initially
expected would be a one- or two-day story about an
embarrassing political misstep. Eleven days after the canoe
trip went bust, GOP operatives are still gleefully

http://www.washtimes.com/news/news2.html
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.lampOOning the vice president in the segvay they
accused him of having claimed to invent the Internet.

"I want to thank the Gore press office for their work in
keeping the story of Gore's hypocrisy flowing,"
deadpanned Jim Nicholson, chairman of the Republican
National Committee. "While some have accused the vice
president of being shallow, I think his staff has shown
remarkable buoyancy and depth."

Some observers believe Mr. Gore should have acted
swiftly to contain the darnage by acknowledging the river
raising was ill-advised and perhaps poking fun ar himself
for having been duped into participating in the excursion.

Instead, the vice president and his staff seemed to’
defensively dodge questions about Mr. Goré's views on the
river raising, The vice president denied knowing about the
water release until the day after the trip, even though a
local official insisted she told him on the riverbank after he
emerged from his canoce.

Meanwhile, Democrats kept the story afloat by -
disputing details about when the dam was opened and how
much water was released. Some even declared the water
was good for fish, while others acknowledged the river
receded to its low level hours after Mr. Gore's trip
concluded. . .

Another factor that seemed to prolong the story was
timing. The river was raised in the midst of a record-
breaking drought that has dried up reservoirs and forced
water rationing in many parts of the sun-baked Northeast,

The point was not lost on columnists, cartoonists and
editorial writers from New Hampshire to New Mexico.
Additionally, pundits invoked "Floodgate" when
congressional Republicans last week sought to repeal a
Gore-supported regulation that limits the amount of water
used in flushing toilets.

Republicans believe the extensive coverage, which
includes jokes by late-night television comics, is beginning
to undermine Mr. Gore's reputation on what many see as
his signature issue, the environment. _

A Fox News/Opinion Dynamies poll, taken in the wake
of "Floodgate," found that 44 percent of respondents
believe "Gore is not the strong environmentalist he claims
to be." Only 29 percent believed that Mr. Gore's
environmental credentials remain intact.

-The poll of 905 registered voters across the country also
found that 51 percent of respondents believe the water was
released to keep Mr. Gore's canoe from getting stuck. Only
14 percent believed Democratic claims that the water
release had been planned anyway, regardless of whether
the vice president had gone canoeing. - .

In the days after the river-raising story was first broken
by The Washington Times, Miss Franklin repeatedly said
PGE had merely moved up its previously scheduled release
of water by two hours to accommodate Mr, Gore. She also

- emphasized that the release was a routine, almost daily,
occurrence that lasted four to six hours. :

But detailed PGE documents show that the dam was
opened at 5 a.m. and remained open until § p.m.,

™ e of m s

ooy,
'§§ T
T, S T

| http://www.washtimes.com/news/news2 html _ ' p 8/2/99

- . o -
of = .ﬁ - e wm®e wf am b wy Ae y



.suggesting the morning session was fog benefit of Mr.
Gore and the afternoon session was to satisfy demand for
electricity during peak-usage hours.

"Typically, the releases occur during the peak periods
of electricity usage," said Miss Franklin. She
acknowledged those periods are in the afternoon, when
fans and air conditioners are working overtime to battle the
heat wave that is tormenting the region.

The decision to raise the river, which Democrats have
ortrayed as barely out of the ordinary, was actually a
ighly unusual and complex undertaking that required

electricity to be rerouted through New England's power
grid. It set off a complicated series of actions by a variety
of public and private entities that comprise the region's
electric industry. '

It also raised questions about whether the release of
water amounted to an in-kind campaign contribution from
a private corporation, which is prohibited by federal
election law.

Miss Franklin called such questions "absurd” and
emphasized that PGE is a "nonpartisan” corporation. But a
spokesman at the Federal Elections Commission said they
would treat any complaint on the matter seriously.
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Vice President Al Gore, on the Connecticut River on Thursday. A

local utility had poured in millions of gallons of water for the trip, .

but a spokesman for Mr. Gor;:?:g, the campaign did not ask that it
ne.

Credit: The Associated Press
Go to Article
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b Gore Points to River Cleanup

By ANN S. KIM Associated Press Writer

CORNISH, N.H. (AP) - Vice President Al Gore canoed Thursday down the Connecticut River and
po_inttled 10 its cleanup as an example of how environmental and economic concerns can be addressed
jointly. - .

**Environmental protection and economic growth are not opposing forces, but go hand in hand," the
Democratic presidential candidate said in a speech on the bank of the river.

Gore spoke at an event celebrating the river's designation as an American Heritage River. Before the
speech, he took a canoe trip on the river with Democratic New Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen. '

The Connecticut is one of 14 waterways designated as American Heritage Rivers that qualify for
special federal money. Gore said $819,000 had been earmarked for various projects related to the
Tiver.

But it was the communities surrounding the river that he praised for cooperating in their efforts to rid
it of pollution and preserve it for future generations.

**To me, these are more than public policy issues, they are moral issues,” he said. **We have to make
the 21st century the time we right the environmental wrongs of the past.”

The Connecticut River is intertwined with U.S. history, Gore said, serving as the main corridor for
European settlement of the region in the 17th century and later as a major waterway for boat travel.

But i the 1950, it ad become 50 polluted that people taking water samples had to wear gas masks,
e said.

Cities along other waterways - specifically Chattanooga, Memphis and San Antonio - have
revitalized themselves by making the effort to *'reconnect” with their rivers, he said.

Earlier Stories
o 25 Raise $100,000 Each for Gore (July 22)

o Al Gore Courts Hispanic Vote (July 17)
» Gore Calls on College Democrats (July 16)

hrtp://dailynews.yahoo.com/headlines/ap/elections/story.html?s=v/ap/1999.../gore_2000_16.htm 8/2/99
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Questions or Comments
Copyright © 1998 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

The infofmation contained in the AP News report may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without the
prior wrinten authority of The Associated Press.
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Gore in Environmental Quandry

CORNISH, N.H. (AP) - When Vice President Al Gore paddled a canoe along the Connecticut River
for a photo opportunity, he had some help staying afloat.

Utility officials, saying they were acting on a request by the Connecticut River Joint Commission,
opened a dam and released about 4 billion gallons to raise the level of the river so Gore's canoe
wouldn't get stuck in low water during a campaign visit Thursday. The request came after
commission members and the Secret Service toured the site before.Gore's visit. -

The Washington Times, which reported details of the water discharge Friday, quoted a state official
who suggested that the presidential candidate received special treatment. -

**They won't release water for the fish when we ask them to, but somehow they find themselves able
to release it for a politician,” said John Kassel, director of the Vermont Department of Natural
Resources, according to the Times.

But Kassel, who accompained Gore on the canoe trip, said Friday that the quotes were not accurate.
**We think it was absolutely appropriate to release those flows," Kassel said.

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane said no one on Gore's campaign staff asked for the water to be
released.

**In fact, earlier in t:he.week, we specifically requested that the water flow not be altexled in any shape,

way or form because of our visit. Our understanding is that the increased flow has had nothing but a
positive impact on the environment," Lehane said.

Deputy managing editor Fran Coombs said The Times stood by the story **as written and reported.”
Earlier Stories |

¢ Dam Warer Released for Gore Photo (July 23)

http://dailynews.yahoo.com/headlines/ap/elections/story.html?s=v/ap/19990.../gore_afloat_3.htm 8/2/99
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Questions or Comments
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i ion comained in the AP News report may not be published, t ast, rewritten or redistri withe
The information con prior wnt}:en authority of The Associated Press.
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